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“I come among you as one who serves” -Luke 22:27 
 
We gather here tonight to usher our brother Joshua into a new life of poverty, weakness, sickness, 
and isolation. In a moment, he will be examined by our Bishop, who will remind us that, “every 
Christian is called to follow Jesus Christ, serving God the Father, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit,” and calls Josh now, “to a special ministry of servanthood directly under our bishop, to 
serve all people in the name of Jesus Christ, particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the 
lonely.” In his letters, St. Paul reminds us that to serve any in the name of Jesus Christ means to 
serve with the mind of one who 

“though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited,  
but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a servant, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And found in human form,  
   humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross” 
 

The first bit of good news for you and for us is that God is not calling you to a salvific obedient 
death on a cross -though the GOE’s may have felt like it- and yet to serve with the mind of Christ 
means more than handing out spare change and making hospital visits, though it can easily begin 
there. To serve with the mind of one who took our poverty upon himself that we might become 
rich with his presence means in part to serve in the manner of the wounded healer. One of the 
earlier stories we tell about a wounded healer is that of Chiron, the wise centaur of Greek 
mythology who instructed all of the great master healers of the golden age. Yet when Chiron was 
himself struck with a poisoned arrow one night at a party made especially rowdy by his other 
centaur friends, none of his remedies could work to heal the wound. His myth became an icon of 
one who instructs in the art of healing through his attempts to heal himself, attempts, which, it 
must be noted, fail. When the psychoanalyst Carl Jung used the story of Chiron in his own work, 
he noted it’s dangerous territory for healers of today. Jung warned caregivers of the tendency we 
have to overidentify with the healer archetype, to inflate the ego and project our own wounds 
upon the people whom we’re called to help, missing entirely the gift of knowing ourselves in deep 



need of assistance while cheating the ones we're called to help of the gift of genuine exchange and 
vulnerability. The Buddhist nun Pema Chödrön explained it this way:  
 
"Compassion is not a relationship between the healer and the wounded. It’s a relationship between 
equals. Only when we know our own darkness well can we be present with the darkness of others. 

Compassion becomes real when we recognize our shared humanity." 
 

Jesus shared in the poverty, the weakness, the sickness and isolation of our humanity, and so will 
you. 
 
To be empty in the same way that Jesus was empty means that sometimes you will have to go to 
poor folk empty-handed. It means that you may not avoid the eyes of those asking something from 
you simply because you think you have nothing to give. It means that sometimes you will listen to 
the story of someone in pain and be so deeply reminded of your own restless nights that you will 
want to run away. It means that you will be around sick people a lot, people who are far more 
well-acquainted with dying and the ends of things than you are yourself, people who will remind 
you, constantly, of your own mortality. You will keep the company of diseases which you cannot 
cure, emptiness you cannot fill, and poverty you cannot assuage. Lonely people will find you, and 
you will find that sometimes they are lonely with bitterness, with awkwardness, with abrasiveness, 
and that you can recognize a bitter, awkward, abrasively lonely place within yourself as well. 
These are the people your Lord is wildly, madly, passionately in love with. You are one of them.  
 
The second bit of good news is that you are not alone in this. This call is not unique to you or 
your new order, but a charism of the Church Universal. We are all of us, the body of Christ here 
gathered, called to serve with the mind of Christ. We simply fail at it much of the time. What 
makes you different now is that we trust you to fail at it publicly. We are trusting you to take 
responsibility for this failure -for your own and for ours, too- and to humbly persist in trying to do 
this kind of service justice once again. We are trusting you to remind us by your teaching and 
example of who we are, and to whom we belong: Christ’s people, who in serving the helpless 
serve Christ himself. Consider yourself a kind of cosmic matchmaker, bringing Christ’s people to 
meet Christ’s own self located most directly in the need of others, matching what resources of 
compassion we may possess with those who most need to receive it, binding willing hearts to 
needful bodies.  
 
The best good news of all, however, it this: in the poverty into which you are now called to lead 
us, in the weakness, amid the sickness, nearby the isolation, is the mystery of Christ’s true love and 
joy. Again, Paul writes, “We are treated as ... poor, yet make many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing everything.” This is the joy to which God has consecrated you from before all time, go 
find it, and take us there with you. Christ’s joy in you, Christ’s joy in poverty has been there all 



along, since before the term papers and long weeks away from home, since before committees and 
commissions and Bishops, since before you learned to play a saxophone or teach young children, 
since before you fell in love, or helped to bear a child of your own, even since before you yourself 
were formed in the womb. My hope for you now is that after all of that, you will remember how to 
simply follow Christ in his deep love for the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely, right 
alongside all the brave people who have called you to this work and leadership; that you will help 
all of us fall in love again with Christ and his deeply beloved people there beside you. 


